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NeYeOpenings This \jeek 


Tobacco Road--48th Street Theatre, 3/6/50. Jack Kirkland presents the Negro 
Drama Group's production of the long run theatre clossic. Evelyn Fllis staged the 
play, cast features Powell Lindsay, Mercedes Gilbert, John Tate, Jimmy Wright ond 
Miss Ellis. 


Doily Reviewers Look At the New Play 


Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep=--Broadhurst, 3/2/50. Four of 14 daily critics en- 
joyed the Plaine Ryan adoptation of Ludwig Bemelemans book starring Mre and Mrse 
Frederic Marche Barnes, Herald Tribune, looked on the opening «s an occasion for re- 
jJoicing, he found it gay, lusty and full of strange meoningse Sheoffer, Eagle, 
deemed the play perfect theatre fare for those who cherish the unusual and the exoti- 
cally flavored, for those who prefer originality to slick carbon theatres Dash} 
Women’s Wear, doesn’t want to see the play dismissed with a facile pun, for he con= 
Siders it interesting throughout. Colby, Journal of Commerce, loved the good natured 
horsepley in the showe Those who opposed the play had words of praise for the leads, 
with Florence Eldridge receiving a few more honors thon husband, Frederic Marche 
The main objection of the dissenters was the weakness and episodic quality of the 
scripte Too many odd characters, too many brief scenes, not enough lightness were 
the reasons they didn’t like the showe Atkinson, Times, summed it up with “never has 
the theotre worked so hard to say so litthee” Coleman, Mirror, doubts if even Gibbs, 
New Yorkers, has enough will power to avert the obvious pun on the title. 


Magazine Reviewers View the Shows 


The Bird Gage--Coronet, 2/22/50» The. uni the cast, the direction ond the mu- 
sic of .rthur Laurents new play was not looked upon gently by the weekly criticse 
Several critics praised portrayal of Melvyn Douglas in the lead, but Gibbs, New York- 
er, guessed that a kind of mass hypnotism induced every one concerned thet the play 
had any merit whatevere "Pretty bad stuff" is how Gabriel, Cue, ranks the entire 
aroduction. . Trade press also penned the play, 


The Devil's Disciple--Royele, 2/21/50. Mixed views on the .ldrich, Myers and 
Fleischmann production of the Shaw revival, first staged at the City Center were 
filed by the magazine reviewers. Critics of Newsweek and Cue backed up their earlier 
contentions that this is one of the best:comedies in towne But Clurman, New Republic 
thiaks the Shaw play has some very dull spots in it, though he admits the Burgoyne 
scénes are capitel fun, painancts New rye calls the play dated and fit for 4 reper- 
terv bill only. 


Come 1¢ Back, Little Sheba--Booth, righ ‘Three more “pro” votes were cast in 
favor of the William Inge play co-sterring Shirley Booth end Sidney Blackmer. George 
Jeau Nathan considers the play an exceptionally sincere and honest job with a very 
fine acting componye Gabriel, Cue, was blinded by the ecting of the leads, so much 
sc that he “didn't think too much about the plays Phelen, Commonweal, terms the play 
Au noor, but the performances wonderfule 


The _Innocents--Flaynouse, 2/1/50. John Mison Brown, Saturday Review, commended 
every ure iuvelved in the Willicm .rcher adaptetion of James’ “Turn of the Screw". 
Serapt, set, dircetion, loading chiracters, and. the child were praisede 


artg Comments Current Shows 


Magazines recommends G2se97 -and_Zleopatras The Member of the Wedding, and The 
May» ‘atter melodrama is "a sup?rior thriller, tastefully played and imagina- 
Savaly dizected," Jt conceaned the Velvet 
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2es ut Broadway Hits * 


ess 


DEATH OF A SALESM.Ne..Louis Eagle, discovered the arthur Miller 
drama has lost none of ics ‘unpact as it enters its second yeare “Gene ieechart 
is as pathetic a charactor in tie Leal as Ree Cobb was tragic. 


ritic thanks 
rest of cast has remained at its high peak, the ploy being: a- andmerk an tae 
modern theatree 


WHERE'S CHARLEYee.Offering anologies to Frenk Loesser for nienaeniiiiae the score in 
his original review, Richa7d Waits, Ir 


starring Ray Bolger. 


Post, pesid his respect to the musical 
The dincs ster has taken over.the show completely, out 
the supporting players continue to parfurm their thankless tasks admirably, the 
reviewer reported. 


Wetts thini;s the critics who-panned the show forget that 
mrad talents can more then make up for a lukewarm libretto. 


MISTER ROBERTS;.,.Third year ond ell is well on: ‘Sinte: “Ship AK 601 signals Louis 
‘Sheaffer, Brooklyn Faglee Sheaffer thinks things are holding up fine, there is 
“no let=dowr emong the cast in the town’s finest- example of. finished teamwork. 
Fonda and William Harrigan are equally well the two 
mente: in the leading rolese. 


The Green Room Department 


IDEA OF THE WEEK.,eNumber thé chorus ‘girls Te) drama can note 
. their favorites suggests Ee Ve Durling, Journal American, The numbers would be 
both on the girl and in the programe 


THE CRITIC ARGUES«..What mekes a hit, .irthur Pollock, Compass, asked himselfe Come 
Back, Little Sheba and The Member of the Wedding are popular because they both 
"are full of true things, the authors know the people. they write aboute » The 
Innocents, Pollock believes, has become a hit not. because péople are ‘entertained 


by the ghost story, but because the play offers true theatrical feelings. 
audience feels fear and enjoys it. 


The. 
As for The Cocktail Party, the critic isn't 
quite sure why it is a successe But he does admit it is a slick job, chic job 
of theatrics. 


FIRST AVARDseeTeSeBliot's The Cocktail Party will receive one of the 14 Page One 
awerds given by the New York Newspsper Guild at their 15th enrmual ball at the 
Astor Hotel, April l4the Ward Morehouse, ‘iorld Telegram and Sun, guesses that 
Tne Member of the Wedding or the Eliot play will win the Drama Critic's award. 

TIME'S PEST BETSeeeTimé picks the follow ing as the best current shows of the seasons 


Toe _snnocenis, The Devil*s Disciple, The Cocktail Party, The Member of the Wed- 
dix.z; Caesar ar_and and Cleopatra and Touch and Goe 


AS THEY KE ITéeeDrama Mailbag feature of the Sunday Times Re to be filled 


with violent notes, pro and con, arguing with Atkinson's panning of the Theatre 
Guild revival of 4s You Like It starring Katharine Hepburn, 


MORE GRIDICS eCity (NeYe) Adult Bducat ion Program launches a 12 week course 
rama crivic Daily News says the. gourse ds. ppen: +0, the.general public 
and repressed 


MOVING. two Bronduay this: 48 You Like It and The Bird Cage 
the drema critics vere moved back t':o rows from their customary seatse This. was 
der scenery onstece which the in the first réws 
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* Off Broadway Shows’ 


ARMOR OF LIGHT...Blackfriars Guild's 30th original production, Armor of Light by Rev. 
Urban Nagle, was covered by professional veviewers. Play features cast of 70 
depicting the life of Ste Paul. Critics thought there was much good writing 
and acting, but that the play in its manv episcdos tried to cover too much 
grounde Coleman, Mirror, didn*t set any ouch limitation in his -preise, while 
Watts, Post, and others thought Nagle’s previous plays were betters Sheaffer, 


_ Eagles Calta, Timess Francis, Billboard and Bdba, Variety gave it gentle treat- 
ments Gabriel, Cue, panned ite 


MR» BARRY'S ETCHINGS eee48th Street Theatre - 1/31/50-2/25/50- Brock pesborton and 
Lee Tracy) producer and star, folded their second show in recent months-- Metro- 
pole with Tracy last two performances, Love lie Long, produced by Pemberton “last- 
@d slightly longer. The-critics ganged .up on Mr. Barry's Etchings, @ comedy by 
Walter Bullock and Daniel archere All gave it “@eon” reviews, only Hawkins, : 


“orld Telegram and Sun, thought it — be worth a —— The critics wished 
Tracy better luck next times 


THE RAT RACEoeeBarrymare = 12/22/49-3/4/50. Garson Kanin's new play found only two 
admirers from the reviewers fraternitys Coleman, Mirror, and Colby, Journal of 
Commerce, okayed it, but the rest charged Kanin with drawing his script from 

Saroyan, \iilliams, Miller and otherse Betty Field and Barry Nelson were nomi- 
nated by several critics for top performing jobs of seasone 


. ” 


Key to S¥C Criticism A Gaance ' 


| Reviewers are rated as to how they like the show, not if they think it will be 
a hit. “SceSo” means the reviewer did not state directly if he recommended the show 


&s an enterteining or stimulating evenings Photostats of all reviews may be obtained 
et 50 cents sachs’ 


1, N¥ Piues:s | . lle Newark News Catholic World: 
2, NY Tribune 12, Women’s wear Daily 222 Commonweal 

WY hewn 132 Daily Worker 23. Cue 

As Mirror . _ 14, Well Street Journal. 24. Chr.Sci.Monitor 
Se NY Coupass (Star, PM) 15. Journal of Commerce 254 SateReview Lit. 
oe NY Post 16, Gecrge jean Nathan 26, Newsweek 

ve (Morehouse) 176 Morning Telegraph Time 

Be NY Sovrnal anerican 18. Variocty 98, Nation 

9. NY World Telsgram and Sun 19. Billboard 29, New Republic 
300 brooklyn 20. Theatre Arts 300: Hew. Yorker 


Al? You. Is Qne Good Break-Mansfield, 2/9/50-2/11/50. Reopened 2/20/50. 


and the Girl-46th Street Theatre, 2/2/50. Prot 


As You-Wke it-Cort, 1/26/506 


Tie Bird Cage-Coronet, 2/22/50. Pros 
Son 26 


Caesar and Cleopatra-National, 12/21/49. Pros 26 votese Cons 5-8-1}. 9 
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Clutterbuck-Biltmore, 12/3/49. Froe Cons 1 


The. Cocktail Part eMiller, 1/2/50¢ Prot 2 
CONE So=So 16930. 


 Gome Back, Little shebaBooth, 2/15/50+ Pros 
Death of a Salesman-Morosco, 2/10/49 Pros 28 votese Cons So-Soe 27e 


Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/49. Prost 0-2 le 


The Devil's Disciple-Royale, 2/21/50. Prot 
26296 Cons 30+ So-S08 1b. 


Gentlemen, Prefer Blondes=Ziegfeld, 12/8/49 Frot 20 votese Cont 6-21-28. 
So=Set 


The Happy Time-Plymouth, 1/24/50 Pros 19 votes Cone Nonee 
13-20-21. 


i Know My Love-Shubert, 11/1/49. Prot 21 votes. Cons 5 Nones 13 
The InnocentsPlayhou 6, 2/1/50. Pros 23 votes. Cons Nones 2-21 
Kiss Me, Kate=Century, 12/31/48. Pros 28 votess Cont 2% 28 


Lost In the Sters-iusic Box, 10/30/49. Prot 
23-26. Cons 4-27. 


The Man-Fulton, 1/19/50.. Pros 2 Cons 
1601992292730. 


The Menber of the ‘Prot 25 votese 2-27-30. 
Nones 2le 


Miss Liberty-Imperial, Prot Cons 
So-S08 3=6=9-21=26,. 


Mister Robert s-. livin, ‘Pros 24 votese Cons 21-24. So=Sos 13-16-17. 
Nones 


Now I lay Me Down to Sleep-Broadhurst, 3/2/506 Prms 2-10-1215. Cons 
6-89-17. 


South PacificeMajestic, 2015017918 $1992 0921-24925 
So- 50-50% 23-276 


Texas Litl Darlin*-Hel linger, 11/25/49 Prot 
Cons 3-29"306 So-Sor 


Where’s Charley*sts James, 10/11/48, pros 16 votes. Cons 


.  Teudh and Go~Broadway, 10/3/49 Pros. 17 votese Cons 204057 
So*So 6-10-29, Nones 25/ 


The Yelyst GloveeGolden 12/26/49. Prog 15 votese Conk 29521607 
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